
  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

Welcome to my July 13 President’s Prattle. Yes it’s 

still raining! But that does not stop us Probarians. Once 

again we have had a busy month doing all that we  

enjoy … being retired and busy! I don’t know where I 

had time to go to work. 

 

Our 6
th
 Anniversary/Birthday Dinner at the 

Campbelltown Catholic Club was great, the meal 

delicious, and Wally’s fantastic music both during 

dinner and dancing enjoyable. Thank you to our craft 

ladies, under Mary’s leadership, for the table items.  So 

all in all a huge success and a big thank you to 

Margaret Rubesa for organising it once again. 

 

Travel Tales was interesting with David showing his 

CD of our Bathurst trip. Well done David. 

 

There are some big kids in our Probus group, they 

enjoyed riding the carousel at the Fairground Follies 

on our month’s bus trip. 

 

I know that Probus members like to turn up early for 

outings, BUT to turn up a day early, well what can I 

say. Guess who? (not me)  We had 25 attend the 

Platters to the Popera at Casula and what a fantastic 

show, where else can you see a good show and have 

tea/coffee and cake all for $15 & 30 mins away. Check 

my shows, Elvis in August and Seltic Sirens in 

October. 

 

Quote: “Life is like riding a bicycle, to keep your 

balance, you must keep moving”… 

    Albert Einstein. 

  

“Count your age by friends, not years,  

Count your life by smiles not tears”.  

                                            John Lennon. 

 

Joyce Reilly 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone before the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 2013/2014 

 
PRESIDENT  Joyce Reilly    46511431 

V. PRESIDENT  Tony Wolf    0466962867 

SECRETARY  Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER  Toni Jones    0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO  Robert Bee   46474335 

 

COMMITTEE  Patricia Cranfield    46559478 

   Ronald Crawford    46477825 

Roslyn Hodgins    46257759

 Peter O’Loughlin    46266961 

 

NEWSLETTER  Dorothy Fogarty    86249314 

WEBMASTER  Sue Kijurina   46470912 

WELFARE  Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST   SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill    46545959 

HOSPITALITY  Eileen McGregor  

   Jean Mossman 

 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland   46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield    46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson     46479986 

  Ken Starkey    46255253 

Card Making Marion Bee    46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel    46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina               46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay    46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins    46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly    46511431 

Tours  Peter O’Loughlin    4626 6961 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith   46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa                  46554437 

 

 

 

MEET AND GREET 
 

Friday,  5
th

 July 2013:    Dorothy & Brian Fogarty 

Friday,  2
nd

 Aug 2013:     Pat Foldes and 

       Jeanette Jackson  

 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the meeting 

room by 9.20am   Also, if you are unable to fulfil your 

allocated day, please let Dorothy know ASAP. 
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MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 
 

NEWSLETTERS:  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Margaret Dixon, Vincent Fisher, Terry Ware, Carol 

Warner. 

 

 

WELFARE:  
Eileen Sykes had an operation on her shoulder in May, 

I sent her a get well card from us all.  I spoke to her 

last week and then I saw her last week at Book Club.  

She looks well and is improving every day.  

 

 

FAIRGROUND FOLLIES by Jim Burke 

 

Everyone on time and all present and correct. Get on 

board the coach and set off down the M5 to Sydney 

with a beautiful sunny morning to welcome us on the 

way to a new adventure.  

Fairground follies, is in the heart of Sydney, hidden 

down a back road of St Peters. An ordinary typical 

factory building, but what a surprise on the inside. 

 

Lots of old fairground pipe organs, a showman’s steam 

tractor, a gipsy caravan, and an array of old 

mechanically operated music machines from around 

the world, but (according to Craig Robson, the 

director) some machines have actually been found here 

in Australia.  

 

After a morning tea of cakes, lamingtons and hot 

drinks, Craig started us off with an introduction talk of 

how he had been collecting mechanical music for over 

40 years and the history of some of the machines.  

 

The first one demonstrated was a hand operated pipe 

organ on a handcart, which would have been wheeled 

around from town to town as the owner would try to 

make a living by playing it at local venues. Just to 

show off their skills as Organ grinders, Irene Burke, 

Bob Bee, and Mary Michel had a go at winding the 

handle. “Nobody threw any money though”, so I guess 

they need to practice more! 

 

Craig explained and demonstrated how the machines 

operated via cardboard “books” as they were called. 

Each book has holes punched in it like a Pianola, but 

fold up concertina fashion rather than roll up. The 

books are not interchangeable from machine to 

machine which is rather interesting, and was a way that 

machine and book makers protected their interest. (A 

bit like Microsoft today?) 

 

Smaller machines were demonstrated, and some had 

been owned by Maharajas and other wealthy people, as 

well as some that were coin operated and placed in 

dance halls and milk bars etc. There was even a 

machine that played the violin (3 in all) and although 

each violin only had one string, the mechanic fingers 

worked hard and produced perfect tunes. Amazing 

engineering skills to build these machines! 

 

 

 
 

 

One of the highlights of the day was the massive dance 

hall organ built for “Jean’s Palace” in Antwerp, where 

most of our members were able to walk inside to 

inspect its workings.  

 

But the real highlight of the day was the Merry-go- 

Round with everybody getting on board and reliving 

their youth with a ride. Some jokingly complained that 

the horses did not go up and down: but what do you 

want for 1/6 pence I say. We were all sad to leave, but 

we were getting hungry, so it was off to South Sydney 

Juniors Club for lunch, which was an excellent two 

course meal of a main and a sweet. Fully recharged 

with good food and drink, we set off home back to 

Narellan. It was a slow (M5) coach ride home, but I 

don’t think anybody cared.  We had a great day out 

with lots of fun and nostalgic memories of times gone 

by.  It’s well worth another trip sometime. 

 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT AT THE CATHOLIC 

CLUB - by Peter O’Loughlin 

 

What a fantastic night Joyce arranged for us at “The 

Cube” on Saturday 15
th
 June, at the show “Todd 

McKenney sings Peter Allen”. Over 30 members and 

friends were present for this event. 

It started out with most of us having dinner at the club, 

if you could find a table, fortunately we had some 
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early starters who did just that. Then the dinner queues 

seemed to go on forever but we all managed to eat 

before the show.  

The “show” what a show, I rate as one of the best I 

have been to at the Cube, not only the songs but the 

dancing and the antidotes which Todd told during the 

show, he remembered when he first saw Peter Allen 

perform in Perth so many years ago. He also regaled us 

with intimate details of some of the shows, particularly 

“Dancing with the Stars” in which he has been 

fortunate to be involved. The audience participation 

was an interesting part of the show as was his 

performance in the middle of the auditorium when he 

stood on a chair as part of his performance. 

Show over, over 20 of us “took over” the Samba 

Coffee lounge for just that, coffee, hot chocolate and 

of course some of us had to have a small piece of cake. 

A fantastic night had unfortunately to end, but there 

will be more, just check Joyce’s calendar of events. 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 

 
Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland 

 

 

 
 

Painting by Ken Starkey 

 

 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on Tuesday, 30
th
 July at Camden R.S.L 

2.15pm for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per person 

which includes bowls.   

 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Last month we started doing Quilling.  The ladies had 

fun and the cards turned out great.  Some ladies 

continued with their crochet and knitting . 

This month we will be doing cards with Quilling and 

we are going to add the flower and leaves etc. that 

we  punched out in May. 

Our next craft days are Tuesday 2
nd

 July and Tuesday 

16
th
 July 2013 at 1.30pm. 

 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

The last book under discussion was “Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin”, by Harriet Beecher Stowe.  All agreed it was a 

well-written book, with the content – the slavery in the 

U.S.A. – a shocking theme for its time.  There will be 

no July meeting.  In August it is “own choice”! 

 

 

Cards - Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

After another good winter roll up and plenty of fun at 

Jeanette’s last Friday it is now time to relocate our 

Cards Night to Glen Alpine for a while.   Therefore the 

next Cards Night will be at the Glen Alpine Casino on 

Friday 26
th
 July commencing at 7pm. 

 

The Glen Alpine Casino address and contact number is 

on the “Cards” attendance sheet at the back of our 

Probus meeting room. 

 

 

All members old and new are always welcome to come 

along and enjoy a friendly game of cards and a fun 

night.   For enquiries contact Jeanette on 46479986 or 

Ken & Brenda on 46255253 or have a chat with us at 

the meeting 

 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Our June meeting had to be cancelled due to “the 

dreaded lurgy”.  Our next meeting on Tuesday, 9
th
 July 

at 10am will see us create cards using patterned papers 

and punches. 

 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

A wet day out at Pat Scott’s home but the warmth of 

friends, garden chatter amongst other things and a 

great cuppa made a beautiful morning.  Our next get 

together will be at Margaret Dixon’s home on Friday, 

26
th
 July.  The flowering zygo cactus are beautiful at 

this time of the year – always colour around. 

Keep potting on 

 

 

Photography –Ros Hodgins  
At our last meeting we looked at photos showing 

movement and blur (done of purpose for effect).  Most 

were taken at the Camden Show.  Cyril gave a detailed 

information session on his photos.  Photos of Camden 

Historic Walk were interesting and Ken gave some of 

his images special treatment. 

 

David then explored the “Cloud” to learn about this 

new technique. 

 



Our next meeting will be on Friday, 12
th
 July where we 

will be looking at using our cameras to take videos and 

making videos from stills on our computers. Don’t 

forget your Camera and BOOK. 

 

** Don’t forget “Yellow, “R” and your collections of 

unseen photos for our full review day in August. 

Happy Snapping 

 
Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Thursday 25
th

 July: Tour of the Opera Centre at 

Surry Hills.  It is not a tour of the actual Opera House 

but the centre where all the props, costumes, wigs 

everything that is associated with the production of an 

opera are made.  Cost is $15.00 per person which 

includes morning tea.  Once cheque and numbers have 

been sent there will be no reimbursements for 

cancellations.  

 

 People will need to be able to walk, climb stairs, no 

sitting throughout tour which lasts approx 2-3 hours 

from memory.  We will catch the train to Central and 

walk. 

 

Thursday, 8
th

 August:   Pizza evening at Common 

Ground Bakery, Picton 6.30pm 

  

Thursday, 22
nd

 August:  Guided tour of Belgenny 

Farm. 

 

Thursday 24
th

 October: Walk: Sculptors by the Sea 

 

Thursday, 7
th

 November: Bents Basin Walk and 

Picnic Lunch 

 

Friday, 13
th

 December:  Christmas Lunch 

Hermitage Restaurant, Leumeah 

 

New Year’s Eve Tuesday, 31
st
 December 

Thai Centric Restaurant, Park Central 

 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

 

There will be no meeting in July so everyone will be 

able to stay at home and keep warm. 

 

On August 21
st
 Ron will present his photos of his 

recent trip to Papua New Guinea.  Put this date in your 

diaries. 

  

 

Shows – Joyce Reilly 

 

July 

The Club – John Wood ( Jock Riley) –  Sat 6
th
 July 

8pm Campbelltown Catholic Club 8 pm   

 $41 Pay  ASAP 

 

Legends of Rock & Roll – Sat 20
th
 July 6.30 pm  

Bankstown Paceway $40  Pay ASAP 

 

Hot Shoe Shuffle - Wed 24
th
 July 1 pm Lyric    

 

August – 3
rd

 8 pm 

Legs 11 – Rhonda Burchmore – Campbelltown 

Catholic Club  

 

The Full Monty – August 10
th
 8pm $23 Pay ASAP 

This year’s most revealing musical - Campbelltown 

Theatre Group 

 

Elvis Unplugged – Thurs 29
th
 August 11 am 

Casula Powerhouse 11am $15  Pay ASAP 

Free Morning Tea prior to show from 10am 

Lunch: Mild Beef Chili Con Carne with baked potato 

cheese & sour cream OR Stuffed Field Mushroom All 

with garden salad & bread roll   

All $13 pay on the day, BUT must book NOW 

 

September 

The Wharf Revue – Wed 25
th
 Sept 2 pm  

Casual Powerhouse   

 

October 

Agatha Christie’s “A Murder is Announced” 

A Miss Marple Mystery. Sydney Theatre Walsh Bay 

Wed 16
th
 October 1 pm. $60, Pay July/ August 

 

Hello Miss Kitty – Sat 12
th
 Oct 8 pm 

Comedian – Campbelltown Catholic Club 

$40 Pay ASAP 

 

Grease – Lyric Theatre Wed 23
rd

 Oct 1pm  $67  

 Have waiting list, trying  to obtain additional seats. 

 

Seltic Sirens – Thurs 31
st
 October 11am  $15 

Casula Powerhouse  Pay ASAP 

Celtic Harp, Mandolin, Electric Fiddle, Penny whistle, 

Guitar plus 4 part Harmonies and Dancing. 

Free Morning Tea prior to show from 10am. 

LUNCH: Chicken Breast or Frittata All with  

vegies and Mash & Sauce 

All $13 pay on the day BUT Order Now 

 

2014 

March 2014 The Lion King –  Wed 12
th
 March 2014 

1pm. $70  Capitol Theatre Pay November or 

December. 

 
 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

The 6
th
 month is nearly over and the “sun” is coming 

back, but it is still cold and wet and miserable outside. 

 

Payment for our Yulefest trip is due at the meeting 

along with payment for the “Rock & Roll Legends” 

show which Joyce has organised, not got your name 

down yet? Ring her as she has to pay for this  



following the meeting.  Cost for dinner and show at 

Bankstown is only $40, if you are paying online the 

money for this needs to go into the “Show” account. 

 

I have received some brochures from the Rydal 

Daffodil festival which I will bring to the club 

meeting. 

 

Heads-up for next year, our Spring holiday trip will be 

staying in Coffs Harbour (4 nights) with a day trip to 

Grafton for the Jacaranda colours and a trip to the 

Dorrigo Rainforest and tree-top walk.   Plan to stay at 

the Bentleigh Motor Inn opposite the RSL Club … still 

yet to finalise details.  Will be mid October 2014 

 

 
For your information …. 

Roger Gaiot has advised that Scotts Family Butchery 

at Mt Annan incorporates a Deli and Seafood.  

 

If you mention you a member of Narellan Probus he 

will give you a 10% discount. 

 

 

 

 
 

Fairground Follies 

 

 

 
Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose 
 
http:www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR: 

 
Weekly Events:  Golf on Tuesdays 

          Art on Thursdays 

2013 

July 2 Craft with Mary 

July 5 General Meeting 10am Narellan Library 

July 6 The Club – John Wood (Jock Riley) 

 Campbelltown Catholic Club 8pm 

July 9 Card Making with Marion 

July 12 Photography with Ros 

July 15 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

July 16 Craft with Mary 

July 17 NO Travel Tales at Park Central  

July 19 Yulefest in Bundanoon 

July 20 Legends of Rock & Roll 

July 24 Hot Shoe Shuffle 1pm Lyric Theatre 1pm 

July 25 Tour Opera Centre at Surry Hills 

July 26 Gardening with Sue 

July 26 Cards Night at Glen Alpine Casino 

July 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 

Aug 2 General meeting at Narellan Library 10am 

Aug 3 Legs 11 – Rhonda Burchmore CCC 8pm 

Aug 6 Craft with Mary 

Aug 6 Card Making with Marion 

Aug 8 Common Ground Bakery, Picton  6.30pm 

Aug 9 Photography with Ros 

Aug 10 The Full Monty. C’town Theatre Group 8pm 

Aug 16 Tour: Tramway Museum 

Aug 19 Book Club with Ray and Pat 

Aug 20 Craft with Mary 

Aug 21 Travel Tales Park Central 7.30pm 

Aug 22 Guided walking tour Belgenny Farm 

Aug 23 Gardening with Sue 

Aug 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Aug 29 Elvis Unplugged Casula P’House 11am 

Aug 30 Photography with Ros 

Aug 30 Cards Night at Glen Alpine Casino 

 Sept 3 Craft with Mary 

Sept 6 General meeting at Narellan Library 10am 

Sept 10 Card Making with Marion 

Sept 11 Tour:  Daffodil Country 

Sept 13 Photography with Ros 

Sept 15 Book Club with Ray and Pat 

Sept 17 Craft with Mary 

Sept 18 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Sept 24 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Sept 25 Wharf Revue Casula Powerhouse 

Sept 27 Gardening with Sue 

Sept 27 Cards at Glen Alpine Casino 7.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri 5 Jul 2013 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri 2 Aug 2013 

                 10am –12noon 


